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In the United States, the health-care industry comprises a range of physicians, hospitals and other health-care services, insurance programs, and pharmaceutical firms. This health-care system faces significant quality and cost challenges, as defined in Crossing the Quality Chasm (IOM, 2001b) and other literature. The United States spends more per capita on health insurance than any other nation ($4,637 in 2000) to help the scheme (Reinhardt et al., 2002). These per capita expenses account for 13.2 percent of the US gross domestic product (GDP). American medicine, as well as the fundamental and clinical science that informs it, is widely regarded as the best in the world. Despite this, the country's massive health-care investment has not resulted in superior health outcomes for its residents. Fundamental deficiencies in the structures that finance, coordinate, and provide health care are eroding the organizational framework that is needed to ensure the quality of care. Healthcare policy has an impact on not just the cost of care for people, but also their access to care and the quality of care they receive, both of which can have an impact on their overall health. The rising cost of healthcare is placing a greater strain on consumers' disposable income as well as state budgets.The development and application of laws, guidelines, and regulations for administering the nation's healthcare system is referred to as healthcare policy. Health practitioners offer resources to identify, treat, and avoid mental and physical disease and disability in the healthcare system. A broad variety of related industries, such as banking, pharmaceuticals, and health information, are also covered by the scheme.Since the late 1940s and 1950s, employers have been the main provider of private health benefits. This is due, at least in part, to the income tax deduction given to workers for contributions made against employee health insurance. The state and federal governments, which work together to provide Medicaid for low-income people, are the second most important providers of health care.
Bottom of Form

AUFEHIMER 
Healthcare today is fascinating and innovative. Many changes are coming, and it is lovely to be a part of and shape our healthcare system's future. At the forefront is new scientific knowledge and technology. Some of the most innovative are vaccines, sequencing the human genome, and stem cell technologies. There is the potential of creating a more sustained system by increasing patient care, improving overall health in all populations, and reducing the overall cost (Vatandsoost et al., 2019). The future will be more health-conscious and incorporate healthier habits into everyday life, such as bike lanes and making more nutritious foods more available. By 2030 more than 20% of the United States population will be over the age of 65(Knickman & Elbel, 2019). There is not a solid plan as to how Americans will overcome this issue. Still, the incorporation of nurse practitioners will hopefully play a significant role in caring for this population.  Electronic medical records (EMR) and telehealth are only getting better and more streamlined. Even with all of the newer and exciting technology and knowledge, there still needs to be a change in healthcare stakeholders and politics for changes to occur. Our country is torn because half of Americans believe that our healthcare should play a crucial role, and the other half thinks that the government will only make things worse. 
Many of the principal changes that will take place are the cost of healthcare. It is simple to expensive, and there needs to be more competition and transparency. There should be no reason why Americans should not know how much their medical treatment should cost.  With all of these future changes, the stakeholders will be affected. All interdisciplinary healthcare members will have to adapt to the new changes (Knickman & Elbel, 2019). Physicians, hospitals, insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies, etc., will lobby more and protect their interests and assets (Knickman & Elbel, 2019). Employers who provide insurance can take active roles by encouraging healthier lifestyles to reduce costs. Insurance may be more diverse and compete with one another to set a reasonable price in the future. Policymakers are going to have to decide on how much exactly the government should be involved with healthcare. Finally, the consumers will have to choose exactly how much they would like to invest in their health. As healthcare professionals and leaders, we are also playing a massive part in shaping the future of healthcare. Nurse practitioners play a crucial role in all of this because they are more adaptable to change and will be vital in changing our healthcare system for the better in the future.


STEWART
            There are many short-term and long-term changes that are predicted to occur within the United States healthcare system. Over the course of history, healthcare reform continuously is proposed to leaders and rarely has been successful. Since 1996, COBRA and HIPAA have been implemented that provide people with health insurance that are unemployed or who recently lost their employment. In 2010, Obamacare was then applied in the United States and includes; (1) The Affordable Health Care for America Act (2) The Patient Protection Act, (3) the healthcare-related sections of the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act and (4) the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act (Vogenberg & Santilli, 2019). 
            Along with these policy changes and technological advancements that have been made over the years, healthcare also is always changing and evolving. Healthcare providers which can include doctors and nurses, are an important aspect of the healthcare system and are continuously changing and improving education. This is important because these aspects affect how individuals will receive their care. Each development to the health care system within the U.S. affects the entire healthcare system as much as it has a positive impact on patients. As illnesses become more common, our healthcare system must adapt to treat them. Patient care needs will also evolve as the population ages and relies more heavily on resources such as Medicare and Medicaid. Patient empowerment is expected to increase with advances in technology (How the Healthcare Industry will Change, 2021).
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            Understanding how the U.S. healthcare system is evolving helps us shape the future to be the best for ourselves (nurses), for our organizations (like hospitals), and of course, for our patients. The Affordable Care Act has made strides towards making healthcare more accessible and affordable for the majority of the population and the author hopes that the healthcare system continues to become more cost effective for all.
            One change that will create long-term effects is transforming healthcare from a reactionary model based on treatment, to a prevention and well-being model that catches issues before they become major problems. The long-term effect of this evolution will be a healthier population that will ultimately reduce healthcare spending and hopefully create a better quality of care for everyone, allowing resources to be better allocated.
            Over the next ten years, healthcare changes will be driven by politics and policymakers, new technology and advanced research. These three agents of change will ideally work together to create advances in healthcare to benefit everyone, not just the wealthy. According to Knickman and Elbel, it is possible to map an individual person’s genome for less than $1,000 (2019). This information can then be used to create personalized medical interventions and ensure that medications will work especially well for that individual while limiting side effects.                       One trend that the author has seen that is sure to improve the quality of care is the use of evidence-based practice. This also helps contain costs as the most effective and efficient treatments are made the standard of care, reducing patient hospital stays and speeding recovery times. Lastly, collaboration and the use of emerging technology will pave the way for a better healthcare system and the delivery of high-quality care for all.
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